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Mark Wheeler of Wheeler Farms Named  

2014 AG-Vocate Award Winner 
 

Maitland, FL (November 25, 2014) – Mark Wheeler, fourth generation Florida farmer and 
second generation co-owner, board director, and chief financial officer of Wheeler Farms, Inc. 
in Lake Placid, Florida, has been awarded the Agriculture Institute of Florida’s 2014 AG-Vocate 
Award.  
 
The award recognizes an individual whose effective communications with opinion leaders and 
the general public has raised awareness of, and appreciation for, agriculture’s important 
contributions to Florida’s economy and environment. 
 
The Agriculture Institute selected Wheeler for his proactive work while serving as president of 
Florida Citrus Mutual.  Wheeler educated elected officials, regulators and journalists about 
citrus greening disease and its potential devastation of Florida’s citrus industry.  According to 
Mike Sparks, executive vice president and CEO of Florida Citrus Mutual, Wheeler was integral to 
the association’s communications campaign to secure $125 million in citrus research funding in 
the Farm Bill over the next five years. 
 
“By inviting reporters and representatives into his family groves, Wheeler put a face on the 
deadly disease known as greening,” said Sparks, who nominated Wheeler for the award.  “Upon 
visiting with Wheeler and/or seeing his family farms in the news, decision makers realized 
greening could wipe out a multi-generational way of life in Florida that provides an economic 
backbone to many rural communities in Florida’s interior.” 
 
Wheeler represented the state’s $9 billion citrus industry to local, state and national media 
including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal and Marketplace radio. 
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Wheeler Farms is a second generation, family-owned business with over 2,300 acres of citrus, 
cattle, timber, pasture, and commercial properties across seven Florida counties and three 
states. 
 
Wheeler will accept the AG-Vocate Award at the annual meeting of the Agriculture Institute of 
Florida on Wednesday, December 3, 2014, 11:30 am-1:00 pm, at the Holiday Inn, Walt Disney 
World Resort.   For information and reservations, visit www.aiflorida.org. 
 
The Agriculture Institute of Florida is an organization of communications professionals, 
individual farms and producers from a diverse blend of agricultural associations, commodity 
producers and ag-interested businesses working together since 1970 to promote the value of 
Florida agriculture and the benefits it provides.  
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